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OPTIMA (Outstanding Postgraduate Talk

In a Meeting of ASCS)

Prizewinners
2010 Competition

First place:  Peta Greenfield (University of Sydney)

Paper:  “Poetically Vestal: Tarpeia at the Parilia”

2011 Competition

First place:  Gil Davis (Macquarie University)

Paper:  “Where are all the little owls?”

Runners-up:
Nathan Leber (The University of Western Australia)

  (equal)
“Tied to the apron strings of Servilia: the compliance of Brutus in Cicero”


John Ratcliffe (The University of Queensland)


“Cornelius Celsus and the treatment of fistula in ano : a surprise and


  a conundrum”

Commended:
Miriam Gillett (Macquarie University)


“A Pod of Pirates: The Etruscan Metamorphosis in Mythical Discourse”


Kristin Heineman (The University of Newcastle)


“Why did the oracles of Asia Minor flourish, while Delphi declined?”
2012 Competition

First place:  Miriam Bissett (University of Auckland)

Paper:  “A re-interpretation of scenes depicting satyrs carrying maenads in black-figure


vase-painting”
Runner-up:  David Rafferty (UMelb)

Paper:  “Consular refusals of provinces in the late Roman republic”
2013 Competition

First place:
Chris de L’isle (Victoria University of Wellington): “Royal Polis Policy in the Seleukid Heartland”

Runners-up:
Dylan James (Macquarie University)

  (equal)
[to be added]
James O’Maley (University of Melbourne): “Parasitic Epic: Mythic Paradigms and Greek Archaic Poetics”
2014 Competition

Winner:
Julia Hamilton (Auckland): “Being Imakhu: Commemoration and Veneration during the First Intermediate Period”

Runner-up:
Daniel Knox (Auckland): “The Social Consequences of Missing Appointments in Sixth-Century Gaul”

2015 Competition

Winner:
Tatiana Bur (Sydney): ‘Mechanical Miracles: Ancient Automata and Festival Processions’

Runner up:
Byron Waldron (Sydney): ‘Constantine: The Revisionist Tetrarch 306-308’
2016 Competition

Winner:
Paul Johnston (Auckland): ‘Divine epiphanies in Homer and Euripides’
Runners up:
Byron Waldron (Sydney): ‘The Invisible Empresses of Diocletian: The Exclusion of Imperial Women in the Late Third and Early Fourth Centuries’


Joel Gordon (Otago): ‘Who the hell is Hades? Hades’ reception within modern film’
2017 Competition

Winner:
Bill Richardson (Otago): ‘The Rule of Two: Hegemon, Strategos, and Philip’s League of Corinth.’

Runners up:
Marc Bonaventura (Melbourne): ‘Athenian Ambivalence towards Foreigners: Trojans and Thracians in Euripides’ Hecuba.’

Alex Macdonald (Macquarie): ‘Covenant & Contradiction: Mark 12, Hebrews 11, & Jewish Resurrection.’
2018 Competition

Coordinator: Matthew Trundle (Auckland) 

Judges: Matthew Trundle (Auckland) and Lea Beness (Macquarie) and Roger Pitcher (Sydney)

Winner:
Daniel Hanigan (Sydney): ‘Nomina Sacra? Etymology and “Negative Theology” in Clement of Alexandria’s Protrepticus’

Runners up:
Kylie Constantine (UNE): ‘I Sing in Change: The reception of Philomela’s voice in Milton Babbitt’s 1964 cantata, Philomel’


Kristen Mann (Sydney): ‘Behavioural Archaeology and the Greek Oikos: Understanding the Material Household in Geometric Greece’
2019 Competition

Winner: Emily Chambers (Adelaide): 'Dying to Have a Say: Freedom of Speech in Julio-Claudian Wills'

Runners-up:

Ashleigh Green (Melbourne): 'The Augural Chickens of Rome'

Maree Clegg (Auckland): ‘Imitation, Emulation or Just Plain Make-Believe: The Literary and Physical Evidence for the Eighteenth-Century Restoration of Ancient Sculpture’ 

Co-ordinators: Matthew Trundle (Auckland) and Lea Beness (Macquarie)

Judges: Lara O’Sullivan (Western Australia), John Davidson (VUW) and Lea Beness (Macquarie)
2020 Competition

Joint Winners:

Amanda Macauley (University of Canterbury), ‘The ‘barbarian’ Other: Roman collective identity versus Maximinus Thrax’ (Canterbury)

Roswyn Wiltshire (Canterbury) ‘Receptacle of a Thousand Fantasies: Victorian Reception of Roman glass flasks’

Co-ordinator: James HKO Chong-Gossard (Melbourne)

Judges: Lea Beness (Macquarie), Hamish Cameron (VUW) and Gwynaeth McIntyre (Otago)
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